Receptor cross talk: ligand-gated ion channels start to communicate.
Evidence is mounting for a direct mode of interaction between neurotransmitter receptors that modulates the activity of the interacting proteins. Brandon and Moss discuss two examples in which direct interactions between neurotransmitter receptors appear to regulate the receptors independently of the signal transduction cascades they activate. This type of interaction has important implications for rapid modulation of receptor function and the integration of multiple signals at a synapse.